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PICTURE SPECIAL

WAITING
EXHIBITION OF PHOTO ESSAYS

‘Some
of the
photos are
beautiful.
Some are
shocking’

Young Glaswegians affected
by homelessness document
their lives in a unique new photo
exhibition called Waiting.
Matt Coyle has a sneak preview

OLITARY HIGH-RISES and abandoned houses, eerily deserted
foothall pitches and even a majestic blue sky — each pic-
ture, no matter how simple, carries a compellingly poignant
story. They are part of a groundbreaking photo-exhibi-
tion by 11 Scottish young people affected by homeless-
ness, which is about to go on tour, as part of a unique
project by charities Fairbridge and PhotoVoice to raise
awareness of youth homelessness and erase the stigma which sur-
rounds it.

After a residential team-building trip, the youngsters met for six
weeks with renowned photographers Brian Sweeney and Christina
Kernohan to travel across Glasgow taking pictures and creating remark:
able photo essays about their lives, Many had never used a camera
before in their lives, yet left top photographers and students at Glas-
gow School of Art awestruck with their simple, vet powerful, visual tales.

“Telling our stories through plctures rather than writing or speak-
ing was quite special because seeing an image has a lot more impact
than a page of writing," says Gemma Cochrane, 16, one of the young
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photographers. “Some of the photographs we took were beautiful
and some shocking. | think we did a great job because a lot of us had
barely even touched a camera before the project.”

Gemma, from the Knightswood area in Glasgow, is one of four sib
lings raised by her mother after her father left home due to drug
addiction. Gemma started drinking and stopped going to school
which led to constant arguments with her mother. She left home
over a year ago and moved from hostel to hostel for 15 months before
finding permanent accommaodation. All the young people on the
project are from similar backgrounds to Gemma. Some even found
themselves on the streets.

“The thing that hit me hardest was seeing so many empty houses
and empty fats, perfectly good furniture left in the street,” Gemma
tells The Big Issue. “It left me quite angry and frustrated. There are
so many people whose lives would be changed by a new flat or even
a new couch. 1 tried to portray that through the pictures | took.”

She describes the experience of presenting their work to students
and lecturers at Glasgow School of Art as "quite amazing”,



1. Looking up
Pictare by Kerry MeCauchey
I wish I was on that plane.’

“I think they were shocked, not just by how good a lot of the “These youngsters are incredible, and we have seen a real trans:
photography was but the stories behind the pictures too," formation in many of them,” he says. “They have learned
she says. “At first they probably thought we were just how to take photographs, but more importantly their
mad teenagers, but they were really impressed. | think ‘At first tthF self-confidence and motivation has grown,

that was one of the highlights for me. “Some of the youngsters had a very strong grasp
“Is have FN?TJP]" who have been doing it for vears prﬂbah]? thﬂught on the concept of taking pictures and we
ECII'I'IP“ITIEI][_[‘IS ;u:td.l_:m S0 .takf:r':.al_ Lk by 1::L.Erlv.'nrk we were i“St mad at E‘F:p}u:‘i?ﬂjfﬂl:lfi'l.. rt‘ imagt' 'n'th::l.'ﬁ \:-'f'l‘i.': great
meant a lot. They really had a lot to say which we at telling engrossing and powerful storfes through
were all surprised about, in a good way.” tEE“ﬂgETS, hut I']‘IE}I' their images. 'f'ht.‘l Whnlnhv:q}erienm np]rmr:d up
Sheadds: "1 think that's really what the whole . a new world to a lot of the young people. Some
exhibition is about, getting shocked or surprised WE[‘{'E rea]]!"r lf“]] ressed of them hadn’t been more than 100 or
reactions from people because a lot of the stories with the pictures. from where they live so it was a real eye-opener
in the pictures ite shocking.” when they saw new places, sometimes only 300 or
in ‘: pictures are quite shocking. : That was ﬂ'IE 4“'_. i 3 P It_1 St L
Award-winning photographer Brian Sweeney, . i 3 00 yards from where they lived.
who has worked for some of the world's leading lifestyle hlghhght. “The work they put in and progress they have
magazines, record companies and agencie s the made as people, as well as photographers ;
photographs are remarkable and the stories behind can’t wait to see the exhibition and am very proud of all of
them moving. them,” he adds. >
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PICTURE SPECIAL

EXHIBITION OF PHOTO ESSAYS

2. Headless bushman
Fictwre by Docherty

3. Baby doll

Ficture by Kerry McCauchey

4, Scar

Ficture by Kerry McCuichey

‘I was being chased by sormeone with a
baseball bat because of someone else’s fight.
1 jumiped down a grass bank to get away and
my leg snapped. Nothing got done about it
because nobody wanted 1o give a statement
to the police.’

5. Couch

Picture by Kerry MeCawchey

“That couch could have gone to someone
whio needed it

6. No title

Meture hy Kerey MeCauchey

“The white line is like life. It goes through
stages then It ends'

7. Knightswood

Ficture by Dimples

‘It books like a nice place to stay, but it's not.
It’s really rough and a lot of bad things
happen. | used to take part in most things

that happened, but I'm proud to say 1 don’t
anymaore. The people in those houses get
terrorised all the time. Their cars and windows
are always getting smashed.”

The exhibition will show at 19 venues
across Scotland from March 18 fo May 8,
For further information, see

winw, photovoice. org,/uk
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